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^The same familiar things — ^they never fade; they 
reappear, always fresh in the spring of 

poetry. Thousands and thousands of masters of 
speech may draw from the resources of j>o^fry; they 
are still inexhaustible like the immense resources pf 
nature. All this is by virtue of the supreme potency 
of the principle of dhvani, which consists in the 
preponderance of poetic suggestion^ So says one of 
the greatest art-critics of India, Anandavardhana. If 
one reads the Simdarardmayana, a mahdkdvya by a 
sincere Ramabliakta of the twentieth century — 
Brahmasri C. Sundara Sastrigal — all these i-eraarks 
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would come up prominently in one’s mind, with refer- 
ence to the Ramayana of Valraiki serving as the basic 
fountain^ of many a latter-day poem like the Sundara- 
ramayana. 

The author of the Sundarariimayana is a talented 
poet steeped in Valmiki’s language and ideas. He is a 
sincere Ramabhakta. He dedicates his poetic art to 
Sri Rama and his poem is conceived in the spirit of an 
artistic act of worship. If he employs the ideas and 
expressions of V^almiki and Kalidasa frequently in his 
poem, he makes them his own and weaves them into 
his own artistic expression. It .should be remembered 
here that any suggestive variation or turn given by a 
skilled artist to any part of any great master’s work of 
art results in a new artistic creation complete in itself. 
This is what Anandavardhana had in his mind when 
he said: — 

The handy volume in which the Sundarardmayana 
is presented to the world contains, at the end, also an 
incomplete but exceedingly fine lyric called Satlvilasifa 
by the same author. In this lyric, a discerning' critic 
may see easily the chaste and sober height to which 
the author's fine lyrical sense rises and manifests itself 
through a well-drawn pen-picture of the combination, 
of aesthetic and moral purity. 

It is highly commendable that the talented and 
artistically inclined son of the poet — Sri C. Sivarama- 



raurti, M.A.~.has now presented to the world of 
Sahrdayas, m this handy volume, his good father’s 
Voerns—bundararamayana and Sativilasita. 

The sixteen silhouette pictures and the two line 
sketches, which Sn C. Sivaramamurti has prepared 
and incorporated in this edition of his father’s poem 

embodying the scenes which the pictures represent, 

-kmvAi measure the delightful artistic 

skill o. the art-minded son of an art-minded father. 

May all the Sahrdayas bless the editor— Sri 
Sivaramamurti. M.A., who is himself a sahrdaya and 
whose innate artistic sense revels in genuine art of 
every kind— particularly in the spheres of Sanskrit 
poetiw a.nd Indian painting. 

(Camp) Ganapaiiagrahai-am, - 
Via Ayyampet, I 

Tanjore Dt, S. I Ry. Kuppuswami Sasthi 

. , 26 — a— 40 '■ J ■ ■ 




PREFACE 


Udayana said that he wrote his Proofs of God not as 
a parade of his intellectual gifts but as an Upasana of God^ 
Vve do not know whether the author of the Nataraja image 
was a Silpin or a SMhaka. An alien attitude may think 
it vain that numberless poets engaged themselves in retell- 
ing the story of the Ramayana. It is not as if these poets 
were attempting merely at poetry. Kavya was an efficient 
yoga for them to fix their minds on the personality of Sri 
Rfana, to contemplate^ chew and relish the Rasa of His 
infinite GunasJ Sundani Ramayana offered in the follow- 

Paiges is a similar Upasana of Rama. Of the devout 
author and the occassion of this poetic adoration of Rama, 
his son, the publisheiy has spoken in his Introduction. 

The ‘Mmiitraya' or the literary trinity which the 
author Sundara worshipped both as a savant and a writer, 
is Valmiki, Kalidasa and BhavabHuti. In the great situa- 
tions, he closely follows the Adi Kavi keeping ideas as well 
as expressions made immortal in the Adikavya. Other 
places there are where w^e are given opportunity to recapi- 
tulate the turn and texture of Kalidasa’s idea and expres- 
sion. A characteristic Kalidasian sound effect, most graceful 
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in the Upajaii verses, comes to our author without any 
strain: Wm m III. 52. (also III. 54 VI. 2). 

Sundarakavi shows his mastery througlioiit of grammar, 
metre and rhetorical devices. But what is most noteworthy 
about his writing is its simplicity and uniiivolvedness. Later 
Sanskrit composition mostly dissipated itself with the 
cheap woman of alliteration ; a poem such as the present, 
mindful still of the devotion due to the theme and its Rasa, 
is rare. This virtue of Sundarakavi is born of restraint; 
for he could occassionaliy show to the crazy reader that he 
also could sustain a jingle to the end (XIV. 81, 107, 131, 
132) and be equal to another in ingenious writing (VH. 29, 
IX. 8). 

Along with the Sundara Ramayana is presented in this 
volume an imaginative fragment called Sati Vilasita. The 
heroine of this unfinished lyric is the Sati, the virtuous and 
beloved wife. Padma of the poem is not the type that 
starts a battle for a sarce or a jewel ; love of her lord is the 
silk she asks for and devotion to him is the jewel she 
wears (IL IS. p. 170). The two have to undergo an un- 
avoidable separation. The yearning and sufferings of the 
beloved during the separation are then described. Is it 
great love or high virtue, beauty or good? It is the realisa- 
tion of both. It is this that forms the ideal and the message 
of Sanskrit love poetry. 

' V. R AGHAVAX. 


THE POET 


C. Suodara Sastriar, the author of the Sundara. 
Rfuiiayana and Sativilasita hailed from Calamur, North 
.Vrcoi: District, well-known in the days of the Chola. 
nionarclis as the agrahara of Vikrama Cliola Catiirvedi- 
mangalam. He was born on the 25th of April, 1859 in a 
reputed family of scholars connected for generations with 
the family of Appayya Dikshita. The present Venugopala 
temple at Calamur was the construction of Tahsil Samav- 
ayyar, grand uncle of the author. The Ayyankulam, a 
couple of miles from Calamur, a boon to these *devamatrka' 
regions, commemorates the name of an earlier ancestor of 
the author. The family was renowned for its Sanskrit 
learning and had a considerable collection of manuscripts 
of which unfortunately only the box survives today. The 
most brilliant in Sanskrit scholarship was an unde of the 
author, Nilakantha Sastriar, popularly known as Kandu 
Sastriar, also a poet. The first in the family to study 
English was C. Krishnaswami Ayyar, a linguist, erudite 
in Sanskrit, Greek, Latin, Persian and Urdu. His 
brother's son C. Chandrasekhara Sastriar, a scholar in 
English and Sanskrit, was the fix*st Principal of the 
Vizianagaram Maharaja's College. In his brief but 
brilliant and philanthropic periodi of existence in this 
world, he had composed many lovely short poems in 
Sanskrit, His cousin, the author, Sundara Sastriar, 
first completed the study of Yajurveda and Sanskrit 
in his village home and then receiv'ed English education 
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in Vizianagaram, under the loving care of Chandrasekhara 

Sastriar whose premature death when le was m ’ i 

class put a stop to his College career. He ^en entered 
the Revenue Department and became a Tahsildar m 

Vizagapatam District. 

As a Tahsildar he was responsible for the starting of 
many elementary schools and the digging o t e s »om * 
his own gifts) in many villages under his care Of a 

pious dispo-sition, he delighted in the company of \ edit 

Solars and Brahmacari students who came learn 
Yajurveda and Sanskrit under him. He was prohciuit m 
astrology and had a fine taste in music which manifestc 
itself in his melodious parayana of the Rama>ana. is 
on the 24th of October, 1920 remo Yea Horn the 
world a gentle soul full of love for his fellow beings. 

As a prajer for progeny, it occurred to him, Ae great 
devotee of Rama that he ivas, to compose the Ramayana and 
is this worship in literarj^ form that became the Sundara- 

Ramayana. I am thankful that it has been given to me to 

pay my respects to my father by publishing his Sundara 
Ramayana along with a minor poem of his, the Sativilasita. 

C. SiVARA.MA.MUUTI. 



My thanks are due in the first place to my sister but 
for whose urge this indolent son would still have the 
poems in manuscript. Her husband, Sri P. N. Rama- 
chandra Ayyar, B.A , has shared the honour by sponsoring 
the publication. 

Tlie press copy was prepared by Sri Uttukkadu 
Ramachandi-<i Sarma and Siihitya Siromani G. K. Nara- 
simhamurtigaru to whom I am thankful. 

I am greatly indebted to my friend Sahilya Vedanta 
Siromani V. R. Kalyanasundara Sastriar for collating the 
manuscript copies and reading the proofs cai-efu!Iy as also 
for his Bhumika. 

It is like my friend Dr. V. J^aghavan, M.A., PH.D., to 
have so kindly added his Preface to the volume. 

I had the proud privilege of learning Sanskrit, — 
the study of which by me was ever foremost in my 
father’s heart, — at the feet of Mahamahopadhyaya Profe- 
ssor S. Kuppuswami Sastriar, m.a,, i.e.s. I owe so much 
to him that words fail to express my feelings. I treasure 
his Foreword like my father’s poems. 

I am deeply sensible to the interest which Sri 
R. Narayanaswami Ayyar, B.A., B. L., Proprietor, M. L, J. 
Press, kindly evinced in the printing and get-up of this 


book. His Press and SaJiitya Siromani T, S. Subrahmanya 
Sastriar especially have my best thanks for extending 
their ready co-operation in seeing the hook through 
the press. r 
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